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  Universal Date 
Changes 

Early fishing season opener will April 26th  
Late fishing season opener will be May 24th 
 

Universal date changes will be 
made throughout the angling 
regulation pamphlet to reflect the 
early and late trout season 
openers. 

8 1 Catch and Possession 
Limits: Annual Limit 

Applies to abalone, Pacific halibut, salmon, steelhead and white sturgeon 
only.  The annual catch limits are: abalone 5; white sturgeon 2; Pacific 
halibut 6; and 20 for salmon and steelhead in any combination, when 
recorded on the Combined Angling Tag.  Adipose or otherwise fin-clipped 
salmon or adipose fin-clipped steelhead legally recorded on a Hatchery 
Harvest Tag do not count toward this limit. 

Housekeeping corrections: 
Retention of green sturgeon is 
prohibited, this qualifies that the 
annual limit applies to white 
sturgeon only. 
(John North) 

8 2 Catch and Possession 
Limits: Possession 
Limit 

Maximum number or amount of a type of fish or shellfish that a person may 
lawfully possess in the field or forest, or in transit to the place of permanent 
residence.  The possession limit is: 2 daily limits for all species, including 
jack salmon except 1 daily limit for abalone, 1 daily limit on the vessel or 
three daily limits on land for Pacific halibut, and no possession limit for adult 
salmon and steelhead [or sturgeon].  Anglers are restricted to 1 daily catch 
limit and 1annual catch limit for all fish species from the Columbia River, 
even if licensed in Oregon and Washington. 

Housekeeping corrections: The 
annual limit for white sturgeon is 
two fish therefore it makes little 
sense to have a possession limit 
is greater than the annual limit. 
(John North) 
 

 
 Definitions: 

9 3 Salmon Includes 5 species: Chinook, coho, chum, sockeye and pink.  Adult salmon 
are coho over 20 inches in length, all sockeye regardless of size are 
considered adults, and any other salmon species over 24 inches in length, 
except in the ocean where all legal size salmon are considered to be adults.  
Jack salmon are coho between 15 and 20 inches in length and any other 
salmon species (except sockeye) between 15 and 24 inches in length 
when in fresh-water or bays.  Jack salmon are not a separate species of 
salmon, but a life-history stage of various species of salmon that return to 
fresh-water and become sexually mature after only a short period in the 
ocean.  Thus, there are jack coho and jack Chinook salmon, for example.  
See exception to salmon minimum length limits for Sections 2-4 of the 
Columbia River and the Umatilla River. 
 

Conservation: Due to low ESA 
take limitations for Snake R 
sockeye and an increasing 
recreational harvest trend, the 
states have adopted temporary 
rules recently to classify all 
sockeye caught in the Columbia 
River as adults.  The current 
language in the regulation 
pamphlet would classify sockeye 
are jacks (due to size), thus 
increasing harvest rates.  The 
proposed language would take 
the language being adopted as 
temporary rules and make it a 
permanent rule. (John North) 

10 HB2697 General Restrictions: 15. [Dispose of dead animal (fish) carcasses, or parts thereof, in Oregon 
waters.] Dispose of a fish carcass into waters other than where the fish 
was caught.  Anglers must retain proof of compliance with any 
provisions of angling regulations.  A fish carcass is defined as 
entrails, gills, head, skin, fins, and backbone. 

This modification is being 
implemented due to the passage 
of HB 2697 during the 2013 
Legislative session. (Mike 
Gauvin) 

11 4 Hook and Weight 
Regulations: 

1.  No more than two hooks may be used while angling for Pacific halibut.  
No more than two single point barbless hooks may be used while 
angling for salmon or steelhead in the ocean or when a salmon or 
steelhead is on board a vessel in the ocean (see Marine Zone 

Housekeeping corrections:  The 
current rule does not address the 
ocean salmon hook regulations.  
The rules have largely been in 
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regulations page 105).  No more than three hooks may be used while 
angling for other species except herring jigs may be used for marine food 
fish species (defined on page 12) except Pacific halibut.  A double or 
treble point hook is classified as one hook.  When angling with two rods 
(where allowed and with a current Two-Rod Angling Validation), the general 
hook rule applies to each rod. 

effect without change since the 
mid-1980’s, and should be noted 
appropriately in our regulation 
book.  Changing the marine food 
fish definition to that listed on 
page 12 will be more clear to 
anglers. (Eric Schindler) 

11 5 Hook and Weight 
Regulations: 
(continued) 

6.  Anti-snagging Rule.  Except when fishing with a buoyant lure (with no 
weights added to the line or lure), or trolling from a moving vessel or floating 
device, terminal fishing gear is restricted to an artificial fly, lure, or bait with 
one single-point hook. Hooks must measure 3/4-inch or less from point to 
shank, and must be attached to or below the lure or bait. Weights may not 
be attached below or less than 18 inches above the lure or bait.  [Anti-
snagging regulations are in place for Big Creek (Clatsop Co.) August 1-31 
and Oct. 1-31 downstream from hatchery weir deadline; North Umpqua 
River March 1-July 31 from the Lone Rock boat launch upstream 
to the beginning of the fly area above Rock Creek; Isthmus Slough 
upstream/up-slough from Milepost 3 on Hwy 42; and Eagle Creek 
(Clackamas Co.) Aug. 1-Dec. 31. See Special Regulations for these 
waterbodies for additional regulations.]  See Special Regulations where 
anti-snagging regulation is in place. 
 

Housekeeping corrections:  
Removed redundant language 
that appears in the specific zone 
where the rule applies. (Mike 
Gauvin) 
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27 6 Sturgeon [1 per day, 2 
per year.] 
Catch and 
Release only 

Closed to the retention of white and green sturgeon. 
[•  Minimum fork length 38 inches, maximum fork 
length 54 inches] 
•  All [oversize, undersize, and unwanted legal size] 
sturgeon must be immediately released unharmed 
into the water. 
•  [Oversize]Sturgeon over 54 inches cannot be 
removed totally or in part from water. 
•  Only one single-point barbless hook may be used 
for sturgeon. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures in 
streams above tidewater 
May 24-Aug. 31.  See exceptions under Special 
Regulations where use of bait is allowed. 
Note: Tidewater portions of Columbia River 
tributaries are managed per Columbia River 
regulations. [Columbia River sturgeon fisheries are 
managed on a quota basis. Anglers should check the 
status of regulations prior to fishing as modifications 
will be made in-season if necessary to remain within 
catch guidelines] Columbia River sturgeon fisheries 
below Bonneville dam are restricted to catch and 
release angling only. 

Lakes: Open all 
year 
Streams: (including 
tidewaters and 
bays): Open during 
trout, salmon or 
steelhead seasons, 
except tide-water 
areas of Columbia 
River tributaries 
down-stream from 
the city of St. 
Helens are open all 
year. 

This change was 
made to be 
consistent with the 
OFWC adoption of 
rules which close 
sturgeon retention 
in the NW Zone 
effective January 1, 
2014 (John North) 
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24 7 Northwest Zone Map  Edit map to more accurately represent location of Klasakanine Hatchery 
by moving symbol farther upstream on North Fork; move Olney Lane 
Bridge symbol over to north Fork Klaskanine just upstream of 
confluence of North and South forks. 
 

Housekeeping Correction 
(John North) 

26 8 Northwest Zone 
Description 

Description: 
The Northwest Zone is all waters north of the Umpqua River to the Columbia 
River that drain directly to the Pacific Ocean, but not including the Umpqua 
River drainage, and tributaries of the Columbia River entering downstream of 
the City of St. Helens.  Portions of Columbia River tributaries upstream of the 
railroad bridge (near the mouth) and Youngs Bay upstream from the 
Highway 101 Bridge are included in the Northwest Zone and those portions 
of the tributaries other than Youngs Bay below the railroad bridge (near the 
mouth) are included in the Columbia River Zone, pages 92-99.  Regulations 
for marine fish, marine shellfish and marine invertebrates are listed under the 
Marine Zone, pages 101-109. 
 

Housekeeping Correction:  
The current zone description 
is not 100% accurate 
relative to Youngs Bay since 
the railroad bridge near the 
mouth was removed many 
years ago. (John North) 
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33 9 Tillamook Bay (Tillamook 
Co.) 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead all year. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped spring Chinook salmon during any authorized 
ocean Chinook salmon seasons prior to August 1 in the Tillamook Spring 
Chinook Terminal Area (ocean) from the jetty tips seaward to the 15 fathom 
line offshore from Twin Rocks(45*35’54” N. lat.) to Pyramid Rock (45*29’48” 
N. lat.). 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped spring Chinook salmon April 1-July 31 in 
Tillamook Bay inside the jetty tips. 
•  Open for fall Chinook salmon Aug. 1-Dec. 31; 2 adult Chinook salmon per 
day, 4 in any 7 consecutive days, 10 per season in aggregate from all 
Nehalem, Tillamook, and Nestucca bays and streams. 
[Note: Changes to salmon regulations in the Tillamook Fall Terminal Area are 
adopted by June of each year and are posted on the ODFW website: 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/. Check for new regulations before 
you fish.] 

Simplifying rules/improve 
readability.  The ocean has 
generally been open to sport 
and commercial Chinook 
angling through October in 
recent years.  There is no 
foreseeable need to 
maintain special regulations 
for near the ocean at the 
mouth Tillamook Bay as this 
simply creates confusion 
among anglers.  Any need in 
the future to provide 
additional opportunity (or 
additional conservation 
actions) on Tillamook Bay 
basin salmon stocks can be 
administered through 
temporary rules if needed. 
(Chris Knutsen) 
 

33 10 Trask River (Tillamook 
Co.): 
1. Mainstem up to North 
and South forks, (at Trask 
County Park)including 
tidewater 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead all year. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped spring Chinook salmon April 1-July 31. 
•  Open for fall Chinook salmon Aug. 1-Dec. 31; except closed for adult 
Chinook salmon upstream from Hwy 101 Bridge Aug. 1-Sept. 15. Two adult 
Chinook per day, 4 in any 7 consecutive days, 10 per season in aggregate 
from all Nehalem, Tillamook, and Nestucca bays and streams. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 
•  Closed from marker below Dam Hole upstream to Blue Ridge Creek Sept. 
1-Nov. 30.  The Dam Hole is located near Milepost 7 on the Trask River Road. 
•  Closed from Gold Creek, at hatchery, 200 feet upstream and 900 feet 
downstream [June 1]July 16-Nov. 30. 
Gear Restrictions: 
•  From Cedar Creek wooden boat slide (RM 10.9) downstream to Loren’s Drift 
wooden boat slide (RM 9.0) from May 1 to July 31, angling is restricted to fly 
angling and bobber angling only.  Bobber angling gear must include a bobber 
and a leader no longer than 36 inches in length.  Any weight (except the 
bobber) may be no more than 36 inches from the lowermost hook when 
suspended vertically.  The leader below the bobber must remain suspended in 
the water column and not resting on the river bottom. 
 

New non-controversial 
angling opportunity.  New 
gear regulations that were 
first implemented in 2012 
(under temporary rule) have 
reduced snagging and other 
illegal activity in the 
Hatchery Hole area of the 
Trask River.  Sufficient 
hatchery spring Chinook 
remain available in the river 
to provide additional harvest 
opportunity while still 
meeting broodstock needs 
(Chris Knutsen) 
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34 11 Youngs Bay (Clatsop Co.): 
1. From Hwy 101 bridge 
upstream to markers 
immediately above 
confluence of Youngs Bay 
and Klaskanine River 
(including Walluski River 
tidewater) 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead and adipose fin-clipped coho salmon 
all year. 
•  Open for fin-clipped spring Chinook salmon Jan. 1-July 31. 
•  Open for fall Chinook salmon Aug. 1-Dec. 31. 
[•  Sturgeon fisheries in Youngs Bay are managed in accordance with 
Columbia River guidelines and regulations. Anglers should check the status of 
the regulations prior to fishing.] 

This change was made to be 
consistent with the OFWC 
adoption of rules which 
close sturgeon retention in 
the NW Zone effective 
January 1, 2014 (John 
North) 

 
SOUTHWEST ZONE REGULATIONS 

 
2013 
Reg 
Page 

Proposal 
Number Species Name Catch Limits Length Limits and Other Specifications Seasons Rationale 

 
38 12 

 
Salmon and 
Steelhead 

In the aggregate: 
2 adult salmon or 
steelhead per 
day[,] and 20 per 
year. 5 jack 
salmon per day, 
and 2 daily jack 
limits in 
possession. [with 
the exception that 
in] In the Coos, 
Coquille, 
Tenmile, and 
their tributaries, 
[within these 
basins] open for 
steelhead 
angling[agling]. 
1 additional 
adipose fin-
clipped steelhead 
may be retained 
per day for a total 
aggregate of 3 
adult fish 
harvested daily 
from Jan. 1-April 
30 and Dec. 1-31 
only. 
 

  Housekeeping 
Correction (Mike 
Gauvin) 
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38 13 Sturgeon [1 per day, 2 per 
year.] Catch and 
release only 

•  Closed to the retention of white and green 
sturgeon. 
[•  Minimum fork length 38 inches, maximum 
fork length 54 inches.] 
•  All [oversize, undersize, and unwanted legal 
size] sturgeon must be immediately released 
unharmed into the water. 
•  [Oversize] Sturgeon over 54 inches cannot 
be removed totally or in part from water. 
•  Only one single-point barbless hook may be 
used for sturgeon. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures 
in streams above tidewater 
May 24-Aug. 31. See exceptions under 
Special Regulations where use of bait is 
allowed. 

Lakes: Open all year 
unless noted under 
Special Regulations 
Streams: (including 
tidewaters and bays): 
Open during trout, 
salmon or steelhead 
seasons. 

This change was 
made to be consistent 
with the OFWC 
adoption of rules 
which close sturgeon 
retention in the SW 
Zone effective 
January 1, 2014 
(John North) 
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40 14 Coos Bay from the tips of 
jetties upstream to head of 
tide or other landmark 
including: Kentuck Slough 
(Creek) upstream to tide 
gate, Larson Slough 
(Creek) upstream to 
Sullivan Creek, North 
Slough upstream to tide 
gate, Palouse Slough 
(Creek) upstream to Elliott 
State Forest Boundary 
located about 6 miles 
upstream from highway, 
Catching Slough upstream 
to Sumner Road Bridge, 
Isthmus Slough, Coal 
Bank and Davis Sloughs 
upstream to their tide 
gates, Shinglehouse 
Slough, and Pony Slough 
(Creek) upstream to 
Newmark Avenue in 
tidewater (Coos Co.) 
 

 Housekeeping Correction / 
Simplifying Rules/Improve 
Readability (Mike Gray) 
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41 15 Lemolo Reservoir 
(Douglas Co.) 

[• Open April 1-April 26 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31; catch and release for brown 
trout, all other trout species 5 per day.] 
[• Open April 27-Oct. 31, 5 trout per day.] 
•  Open April 1 – Dec. 31 
•  Trout daily limit, 5 trout per day 
•  Brown trout must be released April 1– 26 and Nov. 1 – Dec. 31 
 

Simplifying Rules/improve 
readability – (Laura Jackson 
and Mike Gauvin) 

43 16 [Shuttpelz] Schuttpelz 
Lake (Coos Co.) 
 
 

 Housekeeping Correction of 
spelling.  Waterbody named 
after long-time landowners 
at the lake.  Correction 
requested by the family.  
(Mike Gray) Note: also will 
change on Zone Map. 

45 17 c. North Umpqua River 
and tributaries 
[upstram] upstream of the 
Slide Creek Dam 

•  Open for trout April 27-Oct. 31. 
•  No limit on size or number of brook trout taken in addition to catch limits 
for other trout species. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 

Housekeeping corrections 
(Laura Jackson) 
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48 18 Sturgeon [1 per day, 2 per 

year.] Catch and 
release only 

•  Closed to retention of green sturgeon. 
Closed to the retention of white 
sturgeon unless noted under special 
regulations. 
•  See page 21 for tag return information. 
[• Minimum fork length 38 inches, 
maximum fork length 54 inches.] 
•  All [oversize, undersize, and unwanted 
legal size] sturgeon must be immediately 
released unharmed into the water. 
•  Only one single-point, barbless hook 
may be used for sturgeon. 
•  [Oversize] Sturgeon over 54 inches 
cannot be removed totally or in part from 
the water. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and 
lures in streams. See exceptions under 
Special Regulations where use of bait is 
allowed. 
 

[Note: Sturgeon 
fisheries are managed on 
a quota basis. Anglers 
should check the status of 
regulations prior to fishing 
as modifications will be 
made in-season if 
necessary to remain 
within catch guidelines.] 
Catch and release: Open 
all year. 

The Commission 
adopted rules which 
close sturgeon 
retention in the 
Willamette Zone with 
the exception of the 
Willamette River 
above Willamette 
Falls effective 
January 1, 2014. 
(John North) 
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50 19 Clackamas River 
(Clackamas Co.): 
3. Mainstem and 
tributaries not listed 
upstream from 
Cazadero Dam 

•  For the length of the Three Lynx Powerhouse (111 feet), no angling from a 
floating device or from the west shore. 
•  No limit on size or number of brook or brown trout taken.  Catch limits on 
other trout species do not apply to brook or brown trout. 
•  Harvest of bull trout is prohibited year-round.  Please accurately 
identify brook and brown trout prior to harvesting the fish.  See Page 75 
for fish identification information. 
 

Unlimited harvest of brook and 
brown trout is allowed in these 
two sections of the Upper 
Clackamas River.  Bull trout 
been misidentified and 
harvested them in spite of a 
complete restriction.  The 
District and Conservation and 
Recovery Programs are 
involved in a multi-agency 
effort to reintroduce Bull trout 
to the Upper Clackamas basin 
and any harvest of bull trout 
can significantly hinder 
reintroduction efforts.  
(Todd Alsbury) 

50 20 Clackamas River 
(Clackamas Co.): 
4. North Fork 
Reservoir upstream 
to Milepost 32 on 
Hwy. 224 

•  Open May 24-Oct. 31. 
•  Only adipose fin-clipped rainbow trout may be taken, 5 per day except no 
limit on size or number of brook or brown trout taken.  Catch limits for adipose 
fin-clipped rainbow trout do not apply to brook or brown trout. 
•  Harvest of Bull trout is prohibited year-round.  Please accurately 
identify brook and brown trout prior to harvesting the fish.  See Page 75 
for fish identification information. 
 

Unlimited harvest of brook and 
brown trout is allowed in these 
two sections of the Upper 
Clackamas River.  Bull trout 
been misidentified and 
harvested them in spite of a 
complete restriction.  The 
District and Conservation and 
Recovery Programs are 
involved in a multi-agency 
effort to reintroduce Bull trout 
to the Upper Clackamas basin 
and any harvest of bull trout 
can significantly hinder re-
introduction efforts. 
(Todd Alsbury) 

51 21 Detroit Reservoir •  Salmon less than 24 inches in length are considered trout. 
 

Housekeeping Correction: 
Consistent with regulations in 
other reservoirs of the 
Willamette where adult salmon 
are released above dams.  
Salmon are released for the 
purpose of re-establishing the 
fish fauna that resided in these 
areas before the dams were 
constructed.  Provides specific 
and clear angling opportunity 
for salmon less than 24 inches 
that are showing up in 
reservoirs as a result of out-
planting efforts.  Eliminates 
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risk of an outplanted adult ChS 
being harvested if it falls back 
into a reservoir.  In addition, 
adult ChS may be exposed to 
antibiotics and/or anesthetics, 
and should not be harvested. 
(Jeff Ziller) 

51 22 Fall Creek (Middle 
Fork Willamette, 
Lane Co.) 
1. Mainstem 
downstream from Fall 
Creek Dam 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped Chinook salmon, adipose fin-clipped steelhead, 
and non-adipose fin-clipped steelhead greater than 24 inches in length all 
year. 
•  Open Jan. 1-April 25 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31, catch and release for trout. 
•  Open April 26-Oct. 31, 5 trout per day, 8 inch minimum length. 
•  Closed within 200 feet of the entrance to the Fall Creek fish ladder. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 

Simplifying rules/ improve 
readability.  Clarify existing 
statewide General Restriction 
for this waterbody.  The Fall 
Creek run of spring Chinook is 
dominated by non-adipose fin-
clipped fish.  These fish enter 
the Fall Creek fish ladder at 
the base of Fall Creek Dam 
before being trucked upstream 
in order to spawn above the 
dam.  Oregon State Police and 
US Army Corps employees 
have recently noticed evidence 
of anglers fishing near the 
ladder entrance to the trap.  
Although this is currently illegal 
as listed in the General 
Restrictions, it is worth re-
iterating in the line item.  
(Jeff Ziller) 

52 23 Lost Creek and 
tributaries (Middle 
Fork Willamette, 
Lane Co.) 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead and non-adipose fin-clipped 
steelhead greater than 24 inches in length April 26-October 31. 
•  Open for trout April 26-Oct. 31, 5 trout per day, 8 inch minimum length. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 

Inadvertent Restriction. 
Summer steelhead are known 
to use this subbasin.  There is 
no reason not to allow harvest 
on these fish in this subbasin, 
and there is an ecological 
benefit to removing them 
(Jeff Ziller) 

53 24 Mosby Creek (Lane 
Co.) 

•  Open Jan. 1-April 25 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31, catch and release for trout. 
•  Restricted to artificial flies and lures Jan. 1-April 25 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31. 
•  Open April 26-Oct. 31, 5 trout per day, 8 inch minimum length. 
•  Use of bait allowed April 26-Oct. 31. 
•  Open all year for adipose fin-clipped steelhead, and non-adipose fin-
clipped steelhead greater than 24 inches in length. 
 

Inadvertent Restriction. 
Summer steelhead are known 
to use Mosby Creek.  Harvest 
should be allowed on 
steelhead in Mosby Creek as 
there is an ecological benefit to 
removing them. (Jeff Ziller) 
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54  25 Row River and 
tributaries, including: 
Sharps Creek, Brice 
Creek, Layng Creek, 
[Mosby Creek], Rat 
Creek and Teeter 
Creek (Lane Co.) See 
separate entry for 
Mosby Creek. 

 Inadvertent Restriction. 
Summer steelhead are known 
to use Mosby Creek.  Harvest 
should be allowed on 
steelhead in Mosby Creek as 
there is an ecological benefit to 
removing them. Separate entry 
created for Mosby Creek. 
(Jeff Ziller) 

54 26 Sandy River 
(Multnomah/Clack. 
Co.): 
1. Mainstem and 
tributaries upstream 
to ODFW markers at 
the mouth of Salmon 
River 

•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead all year. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped Chinook salmon Feb. 1-Oct. 31. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped coho salmon all year. 
•  Closed within 200 feet of Chinook salmon spawning areas located in Oxbow 
Park where posted by ODFW markers Sept. 16-Nov. 15. 
•  No angling from a floating device upstream from a point that is 200 feet 
below the Oxbow Park boat ramp. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 
•  Closed to all sturgeon angling including catch and release effective 

January 1-April 30 and December 1-31. 

Sturgeon have been 
congregating in the lower 
Sandy River during these 
months (possibly to escape 
predation by Steller sea lions) 
and are extremely vulnerable 
to snagging in the low water.  
OSP supports a year round 
closure, but this may be 
unnecessary. (John North) 

54 27 Sandy River 
(Multnomah/Clack. 
Co.): 
2. Mainstem and 
tributaries upstream 
from ODFW markers 
at the mouth of 
Salmon River, 
including the Salmon 
River 

[• Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead and non-adipose fin-clipped 
steelhead harvest July 1-Aug. 31.] 
•  Closed to angling for salmon or steelhead all year. 
•  Open for trout above Final Falls on the Salmon River May 24-Oct. 31, 2 trout 
per day,8 inch minimum length. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures with a single point hook no larger 
than 1/2-inch gap (size 1) and multiple point hook no larger than 3/8-inch gap 
(size 4). 
•  No limit on size or number of brook trout taken.  Catch limits on other trout 
species do not apply to brook trout. 

Anglers targeting the few 
unmarked summer steelhead 
present in the Upper Sandy 
tend to foul hook far more wild 
spring Chinook than summer 
steelhead. The current rule 
allows anglers to target wild 
spring Chinook under the 
guise of fishing for summer 
steelhead. (Todd Alsbury) 

55 28 Santiam River 
(Marion Co.): 5. South 
Fork (S. Santiam 
River) to Foster Dam 

•  [Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead all year] 
•  [Non-adipose fin-clipped steelhead may be retained July 1-Aug. 31. 
Open for adipose fin-clipped Chinook salmon Jan. 1-Aug. 15 and Nov. 1-
Dec. 31.] 
•  Open for trout May 24-Oct. 31, 2 adipose fin-clipped trout per day, no 
minimum length.] 

During the final review it was 
discovered that this proposal 
was redundant.  It is being 
removed from the commission 
packet. It was left here in the 
table to inform the commission 
only, this regulation will remain 
in the 2014 book unchanged. 
(Mike Gauvin) 

56 29 [Smith Reservoir 
(Linn Co.)] 

[Note: Access may be restricted in 2013 due to construction.] No construction will be on 
going in 2014.  This can be 
removed from the regulation 
book.  The reservoir will now 
fall under the regulations for 
the Willamette Zone 5 trout per 
day 2 daily limits in possession 
(Mike Gauvin) 
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56 30 Willamette River: 
1. Mouth upstream to 
Willamette Falls 
(including Multnomah 
Channel/ 
Willamette Slough 
and Gilbert River) 

[Note: Sturgeon fisheries are managed on a quota basis. Anglers should 
check the status of regulations prior to fishing as modifications will be made in-
season if necessary to remain within catch guidelines. 
•  Angling for sturgeon (including catch-and-release) is prohibited seven days 
per week from May 1-Aug. 31 from Willamette Falls downstream to the I-205 
Bridge. 
•  Anglers are restricted to one annual limit of white sturgeon combined from 
the Columbia River and the lower Willamette River including Multnomah 
Channel and the Gilbert River, even if licensed in Oregon and Washington.] 
•  Retention of sturgeon is prohibited. Catch and release only. 
•  Angling for sturgeon (including catch-and-release) is prohibited seven 

days per week from May 1 – August 31 from Willamette Falls 
downstream to the Lake Oswego – Oak Grove Railroad Bridge. 

 

The purpose of the proposed 
rule is to reduce the handle of 
spawner size sturgeon and 
sturgeon recruiting to 
spawning stock (oversize 
sturgeon) in the Lower 
Willamette River.  “The 
average annual oversize 
handle in the lower Willamette 
River averaged 67 fish during 
1992-2001, then 247 during 
2002-2010, and 1,433 during 
2011-2013 and the year isn’t 
over yet.  Actual 2011-2013 
catches were 1,109, 1,251, 
and 1,940.”  In 2012, catch of 
oversize sturgeon by sturgeon 
anglers on the Lower 
Willamette was 1,251 fish 
(mid-February thru June), 
compared to 1,250 in the 
Columbia River Estuary 
(March – June) and 229 in the 
Columbia River Gorge 
(January – October). The 
Willamette oversize catch in 
2013 (March thru mid-May) 
has already reached a record 
high of 1,329 fish.  Since the 
current sanctuary rule was 
implemented in 2010, 55% of 
the oversize catch by sturgeon 
anglers on the Lower 
Willamette has occurred in 
May and June.  During those 
months, 87% of the catch 
occurred between the I-205 
Bridge and the Lake Oswego-
Oak Grove Railroad Bridge.  
Extending the current 
sanctuary area down to the 
Lake Oswego-Oak Grove 
Railroad Bridge would 
significantly reduce the catch 
of oversize sturgeon by 
anglers targeting sturgeon.  
However, with sturgeon 
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retention due to close on the 
Lower Willamette effective 
January 1, 2014, there is the 
potential for an increase in 
catch-and-release angling for 
oversize sturgeon in the future. 
(John North) 

56 31 2. Willamette Falls 
upstream to Hwy 20 
bridge located at 
Albany 

•  See Health Advisory on page 20 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped Chinook salmon and adipose fin-clipped 
steelhead all year. 
•  Open for coho salmon all year. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 
•  [Retention of white sturgeon allowed all year.] 
•  Open for white sturgeon 1 per day 2 per year. 
•  38 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum fork length 

Housekeeping Correction:  It 
was the intent to leave this 
area open for sturgeon 
retention. (Jeff Ziller) 

56 32 3. Hwy 20 bridge 
located at Albany 
upstream to Hwy 99 
bridge at Harrisburg 
and tributaries except 
for the Calapooia 
system. (See listings 
for the Marys, Long 
Tom, Frazier and 
Muddy Creek 
systems.) 

•  See Health Advisory on page 20. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped Chinook salmon, coho salmon and adipose fin-
clipped steelhead all year in the mainstem. 
•  Tributaries are closed to angling for salmon and steelhead. 
•  Open Jan. 1-April 25 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31, catch and release for trout. 
•  Jan. 1-Apr. 25 and Nov. 1-Dec. 31 bait allowed on single point hooks 3/4” or 
larger when angling for sturgeon in the mainstem Willamette River. 
•  Open April 26-Oct. 31, 5 trout per day, 8 inch minimum length. 
•  Use of bait allowed April 26-Oct. 31. 
•  [Retention of white sturgeon allowed all year.] 
•  Open for white sturgeon 1 per day 2 per year. 
•  38 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum fork length 
 

Housekeeping Correction:  It 
was the intent to leave this 
area open for sturgeon 
retention. (Jeff Ziller) 
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68 33 Simtustus, Lake 
(Pelton, Jefferson 
Co.) 

[•  Open April 27-Oct. 31.] Open all year. 
•  Trout daily catch limit may include only one bull trout, 24 inch minimum length. 
•  Bull trout must be immediately released unharmed unless kept in the daily catch 
limit. 
•  Tribal angling permit required, see Special Regulations for Warm Springs 
Reservation at end of this zone. 

Non controversial angling 
opportunity.  Lake 
Simtustus is one of the 
few standing water bodies 
within the Zone that is 
accessible and does not 
ice over during the winter 
months.  Sponsor has 
consulted with the 
Confederated Tribes of 
the Warm Springs and 
they are supportive of the 
proposal.  Coordinating 
with the Tribes to fund 
additional trout production 
at Round Butte Hatchery 
to support the increased 
fishery. (Brett Hodgson) 
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74 34 
 

Wallowa Lake 
(Wallowa Co.) 

•  5 trout per day, including rainbow and lake trout, with no size limits. 
•  [10] 20 kokanee per day, no minimum length and no more than 5 over 12 
inches in length. 
•  All bull trout must be released unharmed. 

The current kokanee bag limit 
was established during a 
period when abundance was 
perceived to be low; however, 
evidence suggests that 
kokanee abundance has 
increased during the past five 
years (from 70,160 in 2008 to 
996,100 in 2012) and is mostly 
dominated by smaller fish less 
than 12 inches.  Concurrently, 
Wallowa Lake is coming off 
years when large fish were 
abundant, and this angler 
expectation still remains.  The 
increased bag limit on fish less 
than 12 inches is proposed to 
offset angler expectations of 
catching large fish while 
allowing more, smaller fish to 
be harvested. (Jeff Yanke) 
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82 35 [Big Creek and 
tributaries 
Malheur River 
Basin, Grant 
Co.)] 

[•  2 trout per day, 2 daily limits in possession.] Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 

83 36 Klamath Lake 
and Agency 
Lakes (Klamath 
Co.) 

•  One trout per day. [Bait allowed as per Zone Regulations.] Housekeeping correction – 
removes redundant language 
(William Tinniswood) 

83 37 [Lake Creek and 
tributaries 
(Malheur 
River Basin, 
Grant Co.)] 

[•  2 trout per day, 2 daily limits in possession.] Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
 

84 38 Malheur River 
(Harney/Grant/ 
Malheur Co.) 
[1. Mainstem and 
tributaries above 
confluence of 
Otis Creek.] 

[•  2 trout per day, 2 daily limits in possession.] Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
 

84 39 Malheur River 
(Harney/Grant/ 
Malheur Co.) 
[2.] 1. Mainstem 
below Otis Creek, 
excludes 
tributaries. 

•  5 trout per day, use of bait allowed. Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
 

84 40 Malheur River, 
North Fork 
(Malheur/Harney/
Grant/Baker Co.) 
[1. Mainstem and 
tributaries up-
stream of Beulah 
Reservoir.] 

[•  2 trout per day, 2 daily limits in possession.] 
 

Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
 

84 41 Malheur River, 
North Fork 
(Malheur/Harney/
Grant/Baker Co.) 
[2.] 1. Mainstem 
downstream of 
Beulah 
Reservoir. 

•  5 trout per day, use of bait allowed. Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
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84 42 Owyhee River 
from the mouth 
upstream 
to Owyhee Dam 
(Malheur Co.) 

[See Health Advisory on page 20.] 
•  5 trout per day, use of bait allowed. 
•  Catch and release for brown trout. 

Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 
CHECK HEALTH ADVISORY 

84 43 Poison Creek 
Reservoir 
(Silvies Basin, 
Grant Co.) 

•  2 trout per day, 8 inch minimum. 
[•  Use of bait allowed.] 

Housekeeping corrections – 
falls under SE Zone General 
Regulations. (Shannon Hurn) 

85 44 Sprague River 
(Klamath Co.): 
1. Mouth 
upstream to 
Saddle Mountain 
Pitt Road Bridge 

•  Open May 24-Oct. 31. 
•  One rainbow trout per day. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures only as per Zone Regulations. 
•  An additional 2 brown trout are allowed per day, only 1 over 20 inches; no limit 
on size or number of brook trout. 

Housekeeping correction – 
removes redundant language 
(William Tinniswood) 

 2. Saddle 
Mountain Pitt 
Road Bridge 
(USFS Road 
5850) upstream 
to Godowa 
Springs Road 
Bridge 

•  Open April 26-Oct. 31. 
•  2 rainbow trout per day, [8 inch minimum length. ] 
•  An additional 2 brown trout are allowed per day, only 1 over 20 inches; no limit 
on size or number of brook trout. 
•  Use of bait allowed. 

3. Mainstem 
upstream from 
Godowa Springs 
Road Bridge 

•  Open April 26-Oct. 31. 
•  2 rainbow trout per day, [8 inch minimum length.] 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures only. 
•  An additional 2 brown trout are allowed per day, only 1 over 20 inches; no limit 
on size or number of brook trout. 

4. Tributaries of 
the Sprague 
River including 
the Sycan and 
North and South 
Forks 

•  Open April 26-Oct. 31. 
•  2 rainbow trout per day, [8 inch minimum length.] 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures only. 
•  An additional 2 brown trout are allowed per day, only 1 over 20 inches; no limit 
on size or number of brook trout. 

85 45 Spring Creek 
(Klamath Co.) 

•  Open May 24-Oct. 31. 
•  2 rainbow trout per day [, 8 inch minimum length], only 1 trout over 20 inches per 
day. 
•  An additional 2 brown trout are allowed per day, only 1 over 20 inches; no limit 
on size or number of brook trout. 
•  Angling restricted to artificial flies and lures only. 
 

Housekeeping correction – 
removes redundant language 
(William Tinniswood) 
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None Submitted. 

 

 

 
COLUMBIA RIVER ZONE REGULATIONS 

 
2013 
Reg 
Page 

Proposal 
Number 

 
Species Name 
 

 
Catch Limits 
 

Length Limits and Other 
Specifications 

 
Seasons 
 

 
Rationale 
 

97 
 

46 
 

Sturgeon 
 

[1 per day, 2 per 
year.] 
 
Catch and Release 
Only: Except as 
noted under 
Special Regulations 
 
(See Bonneville 
Dam upstream to 
Oregon/Washington 
border) 

•  Closed to retention of white and green 
sturgeon. 
[•  38 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum 
fork length from river mouth upstream to The 
Dalles Dam except the minimum length 
downstream of Wauna power lines is 41 inch 
fork length effective May 1. 
•  43 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum 
fork length from The Dalles Dam upstream to 
the Oregon-Washington border] 
•  All [oversized, undersized, and unwanted 
legal size white] sturgeon must be 
immediately released unharmed into the 
water. 
[•  Oversize] Sturgeon over 54 inch fork 
length cannot be removed totally or in part 
from the water. 
•  Only one single-point, barbless hook may 
be used for sturgeon. 
[•  Catch and release of sturgeon may 
continue after taking the daily or 
annual limit or when quota is reached.] 
•  See page 21 for tag return information. 
 

Catch and 
Release: Open 
all year, except as 
noted under Special 
Regulations. 
 
Note: Sturgeon 
fisheries are 
managed on a 
quota basis. Anglers 
should check the 
status of regulations 
prior to fishing 

This change was 
made to be 
consistent with the 
OFWC adoption of 
rules which close 
sturgeon retention in 
the  Columbia Zone 
effective January 1, 
2014 (John North 
and Mike Gauvin) 
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94 47 Youngs Bay 
Select Area 
Map 

Renaming “Olney Bridge” to “Olney Lane Bridge” 
Move location of symbol over to north Fork Klaskanine just upstream of 
confluence of North and South forks. 
 

Housekeeping Corrections. 
(John North) 
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96 48 Columbia River 
Zone Regulations 

The Columbia River Zone is all waters of the Columbia River upstream from a 
north-south line through Buoy 10 at the river mouth and includes those portions of 
tributaries (including lakes) downstream from the mainline railroad bridges near the 
tributaries’ mouths except for the Youngs Bay, Willamette (including Multnomah 
Channel), Sandy, Hood, Deschutes and Umatilla river systems.  The Columbia 
River Zone includes downstream from Hwy 730 on the Umatilla River and from 
Interstate 84 on the Deschutes River.  The boundary is a straight line across the 
mouths of the Willamette (including Multnomah Channel), Sandy and Hood rivers 
and from Hwy 101 on Youngs Bay. 

Housekeeping Corrections. 
The current zone description is 
not 100% accurate relative to 
Youngs Bay since the railroad 
bridge near the mouth was 
removed many years ago.  
This language clarifies the 
delineation between Youngs 
Bay (NW Zone) and the 
Columbia River (John North) 

96 49 Columbia River 
Zone Regulations 

d. Anglers are restricted to one annual catch limit of white sturgeon [combined from 
the Columbia River and the lower WillametteRiver including Multnomah Channel 
and the Gilbert River,] in the Columbia River above Bonneville Dam even if 
licensed in Oregon and Washington; see special regulations for this zone. 

This change was made to be 
consistent with the OFWC 
adoption of rules which close 
sturgeon retention in the 
Columbia Zone effective 
January 1, 2014 (John North 
and Mike Gauvin) 

98 50 4. Bonneville 
Dam upstream to 
Oregon/ 
Washington 
border located 
upstream of 
McNary Dam 

•  See Health Advisory on page 20. 
•  Closed for trout. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped steelhead Jan. 1-March 31 and June 16-Dec. 31. 
•  Open for adipose fin-clipped jack Chinook salmon June 16-July 31. 
•  Open for Chinook and coho salmon Aug. 1-Dec. 31.  Only adipose fin-marked 
coho salmon may be retained between Bonneville Dam and the Hood River bridge 
at River mile 169. 
•  Minimum length for jack salmon is 12 inches. 
•  When angling for salmon and adipose fin-clipped steelhead, a single-point hook 
with a gap size no larger than 3/4-inch is required for all non-buoyant lures Aug. 1-
Dec. 31 from Bonneville Dam to the Oregon/Washington border.  Non-buoyant 
lures sink in freshwater. 
•  Angling for salmon (June 16-Dec. 31) and adipose fin-clipped steelhead (Jan. 1-
March 31 and June 16-Dec. 31) is allowed 24 hours/day in open waters from 
McNary Dam upstream to the OR/WA border. 
•  Only single-point hooks allowed when angling at Cascade Locks in the area 
between the boat ramp at the lower end of the locks upstream to the east 
(upstream) end of the lock wall. 
•  When angling for bass above McNary Dam: 
1. Largemouth bass: 5 fish per day, no minimum size limit.  Only Largemouth bass 
less than 12 inches may be retained, except 1 over 17 inches may be retained as 
part of the daily limit. 
Sturgeon Regulations: 
•  Closed to retention of green sturgeon. 
•  Open for white sturgeon 1 per day 2 per year. 
•  38 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum fork length from Bonneville Dam 

to The Dalles Dam. 
•  43 inch minimum and 54 inch maximum fork length from The Dalles Dam 

upstream to the Oregon-Washington border. 
•  All oversized, undersized, and unwanted legal size white sturgeon must be 

This change was made to be 
consistent with the OFWC 
adoption of rules which close 
sturgeon retention in the 
Columbia Zone effective 
January 1, 2014 (John North 
and Mike Gauvin) 
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immediately released unharmed into the water. 
•  Oversize sturgeon cannot be removed totally or in part from the water. 
•  Only one single-point, barbless hook may be used for sturgeon. 
•  Catch and release of sturgeon may continue after taking the daily or 

annual limit or when quota is reached. 
•  Open for white sturgeon retention, Jan. 1-until quota reached, from 

Bonneville Dam to McNary Dam. 
•  Open for white sturgeon retention, Feb. 1 through July 31 from McNary 

Dam upstream to the Oregon/Washington border. 
•  Angling for sturgeon is prohibited from the west end of the grain silo at 

Rufus upstream to John Day Dam May 1-July 31. 
•  Angling for sturgeon is prohibited from Hwy 82 Bridge (Hwy 395) near 

Umatilla upstream to McNary Dam May 1-July 31. 
•  See page 21 for tag return information. 
•  Closed: 
1. Bonneville Dam upstream to a line across the river 1,000 feet from the dam as 
indicated by USACE signs; 
2. Interstate Hwy 197 bridge at The Dalles upstream to the upper line of The Dalles 
Dam, except bank angling is permitted upstream from the highway bridge for 1,100 
feet to the cyclone fence; 
3. John Day Dam downstream about 3,000 feet except that bank angling is 
permitted up; 
to 600 feet below the fishway entrance; 
4. From a floating device in USACE designated hazard zones above and below 
McNary Dam. 

99 51 Youngs Bay 
Select Area 
(Clatsop Co.) 
(see map on 
page 94[90]) 

 Housekeeping Corrections. 
Change page number to 94 
(or whatever it is in 2014 
Regulations pamphlet) 
(John North) 
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102 52   Whale Cove Habitat Refuge: 
All areas in Whale Cove below extreme 
high tide east of a line drawn across 
the mouth of the cove, as defined by 
points at 44 47’13.8” N. Latitude, 
124 04’22.5” W. Longitude (Point A and 
44 47’21.5” N. Latitude, 124 04’23.6” 
W. Longitude (Point B). 

 Housekeeping 
Corrections 
Proposing language 
change to marine 
area maps. Marine 
Program to provide. 
(David Fox) 
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104 53 2. Rockfish (“sea 
bass,” “snapper”), 
Greenling (“sea 
trout”), Pacific Cod, 
Cabezon, Skates and 
other marine species 
not listed on pages 
104-105 

7 fish in 
aggregate, only 
one of which 
may be a 
cabezon. 
Retention of 
yelloweye 
rockfish and 
canary rockfish is 
prohibited. 

22 inch minimum length for lingcod. 
•  16 inch minimum length for cabezon. 
• 10 inch minimum length for greenling. 
•  May be taken by angling, hand, bow and 
arrow, spear, gaff hook, snag hook and 
herring jigs. 
•  When Pacific halibut are onboard the 
fishing vessel, see Special Regulations 
for possession restrictions. 

Waters open all year, 24 
hours per day, unless 
noted under Special 
Regulations.  In addition, 
ocean closed April 1-
Sept. 30 outside of the 30- 
fathom curve (defined by 
latitude and longitude) for 
these species.  Stonewall 
Bank Yellow Rockfish 
Conservation Area closed 
for these species and 
Pacific halibut at all times.  
(See waypoints page 
107.) 
Cabezon retention 
prohibited October 1 – 
June 30th  

Housekeeping 
correction: 
This cabezon sub-
bag limit is essential 
to ensure the 
cabezon quota is not 
exceeded. 
(Patrick Mirick) 

105 54 Sturgeon [1 per day, 
2 per year.] 
Catch and 
release only. 

•  Closed for retention of white and green 
sturgeon. 
•  Angling restricted to one single-point, 
barbless hook for [white] sturgeon. 
[•  Minimum fork length 38 inches, 
maximum fork length 54 inches.] 

Open all year. The Commission 
adopted rules which 
close sturgeon 
retention in the 
Marine Zone effective 
January 1, 2014. 
(John North) 
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105 55 Salmon and 
Steelhead 

•  Ocean salmon and steelhead seasons and restrictions are set each April by the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC).  Regulations are published each 
May and are available from license agents. 
•  See Northwest Zone, Tillamook Bay for description of control zone off Tillamook 
Bay. 
•  Single-point, barbless hooks required, except in coastal bays. 
 
Note: Regulations may change on short notice during the season.  Changes are 
available from ODFW offices, license agents, the Internet at 
www.dfw.state.or.us/mrp and news media. 
Anglers can also be notified by text or e-mail messages when changes occur 
by subscribing at http://dfw.state.or.us/MRP/bulletins/index.asp.  Changes to 
salmon regulations for the Columbia River system are printed in May and are 
available at ODFW offices or from license agents.  Check for new regulations 
before you fish. 
 

New non-controversial angling 
opportunities: 
This is a new, and very 
popular and beneficial service.  
(Patrick Mirick) 
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106 56 Marine Reserves 
and Protected 
Areas: 
1. Cascade Head 
Marine Reserve and 
Protected Area 
2. Otter Rock Marine 
Reserve 
3. Cape Perpetua 
Marine Reserve and 
Protected Areas 
4. Redfish Rocks 
Marine Reserve and 
Marine Protected 
Area 
 

•  Marine Reserves are closed to [all fishing and hunting activities.] take of fish, 
marine invertebrates (including shellfish), seaweed, and wildlife. 
•  Protected Areas allow or prohibit certain take (specific to each area).  Refer 
to complete rules for area specific restrictions. [closed to all fishing and 
hunting activities except: 
1. Commercial or recreational crab fishing; and 
2. Commercial or recreational salmon trolling.] 
•  For complete rules and site boundaries visit 
www.oregonocean.info/marinereserves or call the ODFW Newport office at (541) 
867-4741 [See www.dfw.state.or.us for current rules and www.oregonocean.info 
for additional information, maps and closure dates.] 

Housekeeping Corrections: 
Revise and update the Sport 
Fishing Regulations pamphlet 
to include the Cape Perpetua 
and Cascade Head marine 
reserve and protected area 
sites for 2014. 

107 57 Other Closures: 
1. Pyramid Rock 
(Rogue Reef) 
 

•  Closed to take of marine fish, shellfish and marine invertebrates, from 1,000 feet 
around and including Pyramid Rock May 1-Aug. 31. 

Housekeeping Correction: 
separated the two closure 
areas with a line to clarify 
regulations. 
 

107 57 2. Three Arch Rocks 
(Oceanside) 
 

•  Closed to boats 500 feet around the main rocks May 1-Sept. 15 by authority of 
the Oregon State Marine Board.  See map on page 101. 

Housekeeping Correction: 
separated the two closure 
areas with a line to clarify 
regulations. 
 

 


